
African Americans and the American
Revolutionary Period: A Deeper Dive into
History's Forgotten Chapter
The history of the American Revolution is often told from the perspective of
white colonists and revolutionaries. However, African Americans played a
significant role in the war for independence, both as soldiers and as
civilians.
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African Americans fought on both sides of the American Revolution. Some
were enslaved and forced to fight for the British, while others were free and
fought for the Continental Army. The most famous African American soldier
was Crispus Attucks, who was killed in the Boston Massacre in 1770.
Attucks is considered a martyr for the American Revolution, and his death
helped to galvanize support for the cause of independence.
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Other notable African American soldiers included:

Peter Salem, a free black man who served in the Continental Army
and fought at the Battle of Bunker Hill.

Salem Poor, a slave who served in the Continental Army and fought at
the Battle of Saratoga.

James Armistead Lafayette, a slave who served as a spy for the
Continental Army and helped to expose Benedict Arnold's plot to
betray West Point.

African Americans as Civilians

In addition to fighting in the war, African Americans also played a vital role
as civilians. They provided food, clothing, and other supplies to the
Continental Army. They also worked as laborers and artisans, helping to
build the infrastructure of the new nation.

Some African Americans also took advantage of the chaos of the war to
escape slavery. Many fled to the North, where they found freedom and
opportunity. Others joined the British Army, which offered freedom to
enslaved people who joined their ranks.

The Legacy of African Americans in the American Revolution

The role of African Americans in the American Revolution is often
overlooked or downplayed. However, their contributions were significant,
and they helped to shape the course of the war and the future of the United
States.



The legacy of African Americans in the American Revolution is a complex
one. They fought for freedom and independence, but they also faced
racism and discrimination. Their story is a reminder of the contradictions of
American history, and it is a story that deserves to be told and
remembered.

The American Revolution was a turning point in American history, and
African Americans played a significant role in the war. They fought for
freedom and independence, and they helped to shape the course of the
war and the future of the United States. Their story is a complex one, but it
is a story that deserves to be told and remembered.

Alt Attributes for Images

Image of Crispus Attucks: Crispus Attucks, a free black man who was
killed in the Boston Massacre in 1770.

Image of Peter Salem: Peter Salem, a free black man who served in
the Continental Army and fought at the Battle of Bunker Hill.

Image of Salem Poor: Salem Poor, a slave who served in the
Continental Army and fought at the Battle of Saratoga.

Image of James Armistead Lafayette: James Armistead Lafayette, a
slave who served as a spy for the Continental Army and helped to
expose Benedict Arnold's plot to betray West Point.
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Pierre Paul Prud'Hon (1758-1823) was a French Romantic painter known
for his graceful and ethereal compositions. His work is characterized by
soft colors, delicate brushwork,...
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