
Against Nature: The Metaphysics of
Information Systems
In the realm of information systems, the concept of nature has long been a
subject of debate. Some argue that information systems are inherently
natural, while others maintain that they are fundamentally artificial. This
debate has significant implications for our understanding of the role of
information systems in society, as well as for the design and development
of future systems.
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In this article, we will explore the metaphysics of information systems,
examining the arguments for and against the view that they are natural. We
will also discuss the implications of this debate for the design and
development of future information systems.
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The Case for Naturalism

Those who argue that information systems are natural often point to the
fact that they are made up of physical components, such as computers,
networks, and software. They also argue that information systems are
subject to the same laws of physics as other natural systems. For example,
information systems must obey the laws of thermodynamics, which govern
the flow of energy and information.

In addition to their physical components, information systems also rely on
human users. Some naturalists argue that the human mind is itself a
natural system, and that information systems are therefore natural by
extension. Others argue that the human mind is not natural, but that it is
still subject to the same laws of physics as other natural systems.

The Case for Artificiality

Those who argue that information systems are artificial often point to the
fact that they are designed and created by humans. They argue that
information systems are not found in nature, and that they would not exist
without human intervention.

Artificialists also argue that information systems are not subject to the same
laws of physics as other natural systems. For example, information
systems can be copied and transmitted without losing any of their
information content. This is not possible with natural systems, which are
subject to the law of conservation of energy.

Implications for the Design and Development of Information Systems



The debate over the metaphysics of information systems has implications
for the design and development of future systems. If information systems
are natural, then we should design them in a way that respects their natural
properties. For example, we should avoid designing systems that are too
complex or that require too much energy to operate.

If information systems are artificial, then we have more freedom to design
them in any way we want. However, we should still be mindful of the
potential consequences of our designs. For example, we should avoid
designing systems that are too addictive or that could be used for harmful
purposes.

The debate over the metaphysics of information systems is a complex one,
with no easy answers. However, it is a debate that is worth having, as it has
important implications for the design and development of future systems.
By understanding the metaphysical nature of information systems, we can
better design them to meet our needs and to avoid the potential risks.
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