Battleship Bismarck Survivor Story: A
Bluejacket's Tale of Courage and Survival

The Sinking of the Bismarck

On May 27, 1941, the German battleship Bismarck engaged in a fierce
battle with the British Royal Navy in the North Atlantic. The Bismarck was
one of the most powerful battleships ever built, and it was thought to be
unsinkable. However, after a day-long battle, the Bismarck was sunk by the
British battleships HMS King George V and HMS Rodney.
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Of the 2,300 men on board the Bismarck, only 115 survived. One of those
survivors was a young bluejacket named Walter Bruckner.

Walter Briickner's Story

Walter Brickner was born in Hamburg, Germany, in 1920. He joined the
German Navy in 1939, and he was assigned to the Bismarck in 1940.
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On the day of the battle, Brlickner was serving as a lookout in the
Bismarck's crow's nest. He witnessed the entire battle, from the first shots
fired to the Bismarck's sinking.

In his memoir, "Bismarck: A Survivor's Story," Briickner describes the chaos
and terror of the battle. He saw his fellow sailors being killed all around him,
and he was constantly in fear of his own life.

Despite the danger, Brickner remained at his post, performing his duties as
a lookout. He was determined to do whatever he could to help his
shipmates.

When the Bismarck was finally sunk, Brickner found himself trapped in the
wreckage. He was eventually rescued by a British destroyer, and he was
taken to a prisoner of war camp in England.

Brickner spent the rest of the war in the POW camp. He was finally
released in 1945, and he returned to Germany.

Legacy
Walter Brickner's story is a testament to the courage and resilience of the

human spirit. Despite the horrors of war, he never gave up hope.

Brickner's memoir, "Bismarck: A Survivor's Story," is a valuable historical
document. It provides a firsthand account of one of the most famous naval
battles in history.

Walter Brickner died in 2009 at the age of 89. He is remembered as one of
the last survivors of the Bismarck.



The sinking of the Bismarck was a tragedy, but it is also a story of courage
and survival. Walter Brickner's story is a reminder that even in the darkest
of times, there is always hope.
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50 Amazing Color Paintings Of Pierre Paul
Prud'Hon French Romantic Painter

Pierre Paul Prud'Hon (1758-1823) was a French Romantic painter known
for his graceful and ethereal compositions. His work is characterized by
soft colors, delicate brushwork,...
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Doctor Who Origin Stories: A Comprehensive
Exploration of the Time Lord's Beginnings

The Mysterious Doctor The Doctor, the enigmatic protagonist of the long-
running British science fiction television series Doctor Who,...
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