Common Core English Language Arts Grade:
A Comprehensive Guide for Parents,
Students, and Educators

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts
(ELA) are a set of English language proficiency standards that define the
knowledge and skills that students in grades K-12 should master in order to
be college and career ready. The CCSS were developed by a consortium
of states, led by the National Governors Association Center for Best
Practices and the Council of Chief State School Officers, and were first
published in 2010.

The CCSS are based on the belief that all students can learn to read, write,
speak, and listen at high levels. The standards are designed to ensure that
students are prepared for the rigors of college and the workplace, and that
they are able to communicate effectively in a variety of settings.

The CCSS are divided into four strands:
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= Reading

= Writing

= Speaking and Listening
= Language

Each strand is further divided into a number of sub-strands, which specify
the specific knowledge and skills that students should master.

The goals of the Common Core ELA standards are to:

= Ensure that all students are college and career ready. The
standards are designed to provide students with the skills and
knowledge they need to succeed in college and the workplace.

= Improve student achievement. The standards are based on research
on what students need to know and be able to do to be successful in
college and the workplace.

= Close achievement gaps. The standards are designed to ensure that
all students, regardless of their race, ethnicity, or socioeconomic
status, have the opportunity to succeed in college and the workplace.

The Common Core ELA standards are organized into four grade bands:
= K-2
= 3-5

- 6-8

= 9-12



Each grade band has its own set of standards for reading, writing, speaking
and listening, and language. The standards are cumulative, meaning that
students are expected to build on their knowledge and skills from year to
year.

The Common Core ELA standards are assessed through a variety of
methods, including:

= Classroom assessments

= District assessments

= State assessments
Classroom assessments are typically used to monitor student progress and
provide feedback to students and teachers. District assessments are
typically used to assess student achievement and provide data for school
improvement planning. State assessments are typically used to measure

student achievement and ensure that all students are meeting the state
standards.

There are a number of resources available to help parents, students, and
educators understand and implement the Common Core ELA standards.
These resources include:

= The Common Core State Standards website

= The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices
website

= The Council of Chief State School Officers website



= PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers)

= Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
These resources provide a wealth of information about the Common Core
ELA standards, including:

= The standards themselves

= Guidance on how to implement the standards

= Sample lessons and assessments

= Resources for parents and students
The Common Core ELA standards are a set of high-quality standards that
are designed to ensure that all students are college and career ready. The
standards are based on research and are designed to close achievement

gaps. There are a number of resources available to help parents, students,
and educators understand and implement the standards.
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Pierre Paul Prud'Hon (1758-1823) was a French Romantic painter known
for his graceful and ethereal compositions. His work is characterized by
soft colors, delicate brushwork,...
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