
Poetics of Music in the Form of Six Lessons:
The Charles Eliot Norton Lectures 30
Igor Stravinsky's Poetics of Music in the Form of Six Lessons is a seminal
work on the nature of music. Stravinsky explores the elements of music,
such as rhythm, melody, and harmony, and discusses how they can be
used to create expressive and meaningful works. The lectures are a
valuable resource for musicians and music lovers alike.

The Elements of Music

In the first lesson, Stravinsky discusses the three basic elements of music:
rhythm, melody, and harmony. He defines rhythm as "the organization of
time," melody as "the organization of pitch," and harmony as "the
organization of chords." Stravinsky argues that these three elements are
essential to music, and that they can be used in a variety of ways to create
different effects.
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Rhythm

In the second lesson, Stravinsky focuses on rhythm. He discusses the
different types of rhythm, such as simple, compound, and polyrhythmic,
and explains how they can be used to create different moods and effects.
Stravinsky also discusses the importance of tempo and dynamics in
creating rhythm.

Melody

In the third lesson, Stravinsky discusses melody. He defines melody as "a
succession of single notes that form a recognizable pattern." Stravinsky
explains the different types of melody, such as scalar, conjunct, and
disjunct, and discusses how they can be used to create different effects.
Stravinsky also discusses the importance of phrasing and articulation in
creating melody.

Harmony

In the fourth lesson, Stravinsky discusses harmony. He defines harmony as
"the combination of two or more notes played simultaneously." Stravinsky
explains the different types of chords, such as major, minor, and seventh
chords, and discusses how they can be used to create different effects.
Stravinsky also discusses the importance of voice leading and chord
progressions in creating harmony.

Form

In the fifth lesson, Stravinsky discusses form. He defines form as "the
overall structure of a musical work." Stravinsky explains the different types
of form, such as binary, ternary, and rondo, and discusses how they can be



used to create different effects. Stravinsky also discusses the importance of
development and recapitulation in creating form.

Expression

In the sixth and final lesson, Stravinsky discusses expression. He defines
expression as "the communication of emotion through music." Stravinsky
explains the different ways that music can be used to express emotions,
such as through the use of melody, harmony, and rhythm. Stravinsky also
discusses the importance of interpretation in creating expression.

Igor Stravinsky's Poetics of Music in the Form of Six Lessons is a valuable
resource for musicians and music lovers alike. Stravinsky's insights into the
nature of music are essential to understanding how music works and how it
can be used to create expressive and meaningful works.
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Pierre Paul Prud'Hon (1758-1823) was a French Romantic painter known
for his graceful and ethereal compositions. His work is characterized by
soft colors, delicate brushwork,...

Doctor Who Origin Stories: A Comprehensive
Exploration of the Time Lord's Beginnings
The Mysterious Doctor The Doctor, the enigmatic protagonist of the long-
running British science fiction television series Doctor Who,...
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