
Recollections of Parliament, Politics, and
Pandemic: A Retrospective on Malaysia's
Recent History

Malaysia, a Southeast Asian nation known for its diverse culture and
economic progress, has witnessed a series of significant events that have
shaped its political landscape and the lives of its citizens. From the
convening of Parliament to the challenges posed by the COVID-19
pandemic, the past few years have been a time of both progress and
adversity. This article aims to provide a comprehensive retrospective of
these events, offering insights into their impact on Malaysia's governance,
society, and economy.

The 14th Malaysian General Election (GE14)

In May 2018, Malaysia held its 14th General Election, marking a watershed
moment in the country's political history. The election resulted in a historic
victory for the Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition, which ended the six-decade
rule of the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition. The PH victory was largely
attributed to widespread dissatisfaction with the BN government, which had
been plagued by allegations of corruption and economic mismanagement.
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The GE14 ushered in a period of political change and reform. The new PH
government pledged to implement a series of initiatives aimed at combating
corruption, reforming institutions, and improving the economy. However, the
government faced significant challenges in fulfilling its promises, as it
struggled to overcome the deep-rooted problems that had plagued the
country for decades.

The Return of the Perikatan Nasional (PN) Government

In March 2020, the PH government collapsed following political infighting
and defections within the coalition. This led to the formation of a new
government led by the Perikatan Nasional (PN) coalition, which included
former members of BN and other parties. The PN government faced an
immediate crisis in the form of the COVID-19 pandemic, which had begun
to spread rapidly across the country.

The PN government implemented a series of measures to contain the
pandemic, including lockdowns, travel restrictions, and social distancing
measures. The pandemic had a significant impact on Malaysia's economy,
leading to job losses, business closures, and a sharp decline in economic
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growth. The government responded to the economic crisis by introducing
stimulus packages and financial assistance for businesses and individuals.

The COVID-19 Pandemic: Impact and Response

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on Malaysia, both in
terms of public health and the economy. The country has experienced
multiple waves of infections, leading to a significant number of cases and
deaths. The healthcare system has been stretched to its limits, and the
government has faced criticism for its handling of the pandemic.

Despite the challenges, the Malaysian government has taken a number of
steps to mitigate the impact of the pandemic. These measures include
mass vaccination campaigns, the provision of financial assistance to
affected individuals and businesses, and the implementation of public
health protocols. The government has also worked to strengthen the
healthcare system and increase its capacity to respond to the pandemic.

The Role of Parliament during the Pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has also had a significant impact on the
functioning of Parliament. The pandemic has led to the postponement of
parliamentary sessions and the of new measures to ensure the safety of
members and staff. Despite these challenges, Parliament has continued to
play a crucial role in scrutinizing the government's response to the
pandemic and holding it accountable for its actions.

Parliament has also played a role in providing a platform for debate and
discussion on the various challenges facing the country. Members of
Parliament have used parliamentary proceedings to raise concerns about



the government's policies, the impact of the pandemic on different sectors
of society, and the need for greater transparency and accountability.

Challenges and Opportunities

Malaysia faces a number of challenges in the coming years, including the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the need for economic recovery, and the
challenges of political instability. The country's ability to overcome these
challenges will depend on the ability of its political leaders to work together,
the resilience of its citizens, and the strength of its institutions.

Despite the challenges, Malaysia also has a number of opportunities for
growth and development. The country has a strong economy, a diverse
population, and a strategic location. With the right leadership and policies,
Malaysia has the potential to become a leading nation in Southeast Asia
and beyond.

The past few years have been a time of significant change and challenge
for Malaysia. The country has witnessed a change in government, the
impact of a global pandemic, and the ongoing challenges of economic
recovery. Through these challenges, Parliament has played a crucial role in
holding the government accountable and providing a platform for debate
and discussion.

As Malaysia looks to the future, it faces a number of challenges, but also
has significant opportunities for growth and development. The country's



success will depend on the ability of its political leaders to work together,
the resilience of its citizens, and the strength of its institutions.
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