
The Children of Clifftop Farm: A Heartwarming
Story of Wartime Evacuation
During the darkest days of World War II, as the bombs rained down on
London and other major cities, thousands of children were evacuated from
their homes to the countryside for safety. One such group of children was
sent to Clifftop Farm in the picturesque village of Polperro, Cornwall.

The story of the children of Clifftop Farm is a heartwarming tale of
resilience, courage, and the indomitable spirit of children. It is a story that
has been passed down through generations, and one that continues to
inspire hope and remind us of the importance of compassion and kindness
in the face of adversity.
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The Journey to Clifftop Farm

In September 1940, as the Battle of Britain raged overhead, the children of
London's East End were hurriedly evacuated to the countryside. Among
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them were a group of 50 children from the Dr. Barnardo's Homes, a charity
that provided care for orphaned and vulnerable children.

The children were initially sent to a reception center in Essex, where they
were given medical checkups and assigned to foster homes. However,
within a few weeks, they were moved to Clifftop Farm, a large farmhouse
overlooking the Atlantic Ocean.

The journey to Clifftop Farm was long and arduous. The children traveled
by train and then by bus, and they were often delayed by air raids.
However, they finally arrived at their destination safe and sound.

Life at Clifftop Farm

Life at Clifftop Farm was very different from life in London. The children
were used to the noise and bustle of the city, but at Clifftop Farm, they were
surrounded by peace and tranquility. They spent their days playing in the
fields, exploring the countryside, and learning about farm life.

The children also attended school at the local village school. They were
taught by a dedicated group of teachers who went above and beyond to
make sure that the evacuees felt welcome and supported.

Despite the challenges of evacuation, the children at Clifftop Farm thrived.
They made new friends, learned new skills, and developed a deep love for
the countryside. They also formed close bonds with their foster parents,
who treated them like their own children.

The Return Home



In 1945, as the war finally came to an end, the children of Clifftop Farm
began to return home. They were sad to leave the farm and their foster
families, but they were also excited to see their parents and siblings again.

The children returned home as changed people. They had learned the
importance of resilience, courage, and kindness. They had also developed
a deep appreciation for the beauty of the countryside.

The Legacy of Clifftop Farm

The story of the children of Clifftop Farm is a reminder of the importance of
compassion and kindness in the face of adversity. It is a story that has
been passed down through generations, and one that continues to inspire
hope.

In 2010, a memorial was erected at Clifftop Farm to commemorate the
children who were evacuated there during the war. The memorial is a
simple stone plaque that bears the names of the children and the dates of
their stay.

The memorial is a fitting tribute to the children of Clifftop Farm and to all of
the children who were evacuated during the war. It is a reminder of the
resilience, courage, and kindness that can be found in even the darkest of
times.
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Pierre Paul Prud'Hon (1758-1823) was a French Romantic painter known
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