The Cold War in the Middle East: 1950-1991 -
The Making of the Middle East

The Cold War was a global conflict zwischen the United States and the
Soviet Union that lasted from 1947 to 1991. The conflict was primarily
ideological, with the United States representing capitalism and democracy,
and the Soviet Union representing communism and authoritarianism. The
Cold War had a profound impact on the Middle East, as both superpowers
sought to gain influence in the region and use it as a proxy battleground for
their global conflict.
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Origins of the Cold War in the Middle East

The origins of the Cold War in the Middle East can be traced back to the
end of World War Il. After the war, the United States and the Soviet Union
emerged as the two dominant superpowers. Both superpowers were eager
to expand their spheres of influence, and the Middle East was seen as a
key region for strategic and economic reasons.
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The United States was interested in securing access to the region's vast oll
reserves. The Soviet Union, on the other hand, was interested in expanding
its communist ideology and gaining access to warm-water ports. As a
result, both superpowers began to compete for influence in the region, and
the Cold War soon took hold.

Key Events of the Cold War in the Middle East

The Cold War in the Middle East was marked by a number of key events,
including:

= The Suez Crisis (1956): The Suez Crisis was a major turning point in
the Cold War in the Middle East. The crisis began when Egypt's
President Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal, which
was owned by British and French interests. In response, Israel,
France, and the United Kingdom invaded Egypt, but were forced to
withdraw under pressure from the United States and the Soviet Union.

= The Six-Day War (1967): The Six-Day War was a major victory for
Israel and a setback for the Soviet Union. The war began when Israel
launched a preemptive strike against Egypt, Syria, and Jordan, and
quickly defeated all three countries.

= The Yom Kippur War (1973): The Yom Kippur War was a surprise
attack by Egypt and Syria against Israel. The war initially went well for
Egypt and Syria, but Israel was able to turn the tide and eventually win
the war.

= The Iranian Revolution (1979): The Iranian Revolution was a major
turning point in the Cold War in the Middle East. The revolution led to
the overthrow of the pro-Western Shah of Iran and the establishment
of an Islamic republic.



= The Soviet-Afghan War (1979-1989): The Soviet-Afghan War was a
major conflict between the Soviet Union and the Afghan mujahideen.
The war began when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in an
attempt to prop up the communist government. The war was a major
embarrassment for the Soviet Union and contributed to its eventual
collapse.

Consequences of the Cold War in the Middle East

The Cold War in the Middle East had a profound impact on the region. The
conflict led to a number of regional conflicts, including the Arab-Israeli wars,
the Iran-lraq War, and the Lebanese Civil War. The conflict also led to the
rise of radicalism and terrorism in the region.

The end of the Cold War in 1991 led to a period of relative stability in the
Middle East. However, the region is still struggling to deal with the legacy of
the Cold War. The Arab-Israeli conflict is still unresolved, and the region is
still plagued by radicalism and terrorism.

The Cold War in the Middle East was a complex and multifaceted conflict
that had a profound impact on the region. The conflict led to a number of
regional conflicts, the rise of radicalism and terrorism, and the ongoing
Arab-lIsraeli conflict. The end of the Cold War in 1991 led to a period of
relative stability in the Middle East, but the region is still struggling to deal
with the legacy of the Cold War.
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