The Divided West: Theda Skocpol's
Masterpiece on the Collapse of the Western
Order

In her groundbreaking and highly influential work, "The Divided West: The
Politics of Uneven Development, 1750-2000," Theda Skocpol presents a
sweeping and original analysis of the historical trajectory of the Western
world. By examining the political and economic dynamics that have shaped
Western societies since the mid-18th century, Skocpol argues that the West
has undergone a fundamental shift in its development pattern,
characterized by increasing inequality and fragmentation.

The central thesis of "The Divided West" is that the Western world has
been divided into two distinct and increasingly divergent paths of
development: the "developed West" and the "developing West." The
developed West, consisting of countries such as the United States,
Western Europe, and Japan, has experienced rapid economic growth and
social progress. In contrast, the developing West, which includes countries
such as Latin America, Africa, and much of the Middle East, has been
characterized by persistent poverty and inequality.

Skocpol attributes this division to a number of factors, including:
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=  Economic competition: The growth of capitalism and industrialization
led to increased competition between Western countries for resources
and markets. This competition contributed to the rise of nationalism
and protectionism, which in turn exacerbated tensions between
nations.

= Political ideologies: The rise of liberalism and socialism led to
different visions for the future of the Western world. These ideologies
clashed on issues such as democracy, economic equality, and social
welfare, contributing to political polarization and conflict.

= Industrialization: The Industrial Revolution transformed the social and
economic structures of Western societies, creating new classes and
divisions. These divisions exacerbated social tensions and contributed
to the rise of class conflict and social unrest.

To support her thesis, Skocpol provides a detailed historical analysis of the
Western world from the mid-18th century to the end of the 20th century.
She examines the political, economic, and social transformations that have
occurred during this period, tracing the roots of the current divisions within
the West.

Skocpol argues that the key turning point in the history of the Western
world was the American Revolution. This event marked the beginning of a
new era in which the United States emerged as a major world power and
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the center of a new global order. The American Revolution also inspired
other revolutions around the world, contributing to the spread of liberal and
democratic ideas.

However, Skocpol also argues that the American Revolution and its
aftermath also laid the foundation for the divisions within the Western
world. The United States' rapid economic growth and its rise to global
dominance created tensions with other Western powers, particularly those
in Europe. These tensions were exacerbated by the United States' refusal
to participate in multilateral organizations and its tendency to act
unilaterally in international affairs.

The rise of the United States also contributed to the development of a new
international order based on inequality and exploitation. The United States
used its economic and military power to promote its own interests at the
expense of other countries, particularly those in the developing world. This
led to a backlash against Western domination and the emergence of anti-
colonial movements and national liberation struggles.

In the second half of "The Divided West," Skocpol analyzes the political
dynamics that have shaped the uneven development of the Western world.
She argues that the different paths of development taken by the developed
and developing West are not inevitable but rather the result of specific
political choices and policies.

Skocpol identifies three key factors that have contributed to the uneven
development of the West:

= State autonomy: The ability of states to act independently of societal
interests and to pursue policies that promote economic growth and



social progress.

= Political institutions: The design and structure of political institutions,
such as electoral systems and legislatures, which shape the
distribution of power and influence within society.

= Social movements: The ability of social movements to mobilize
citizens and challenge the status quo, pushing for economic and social
reforms.

Skocpol argues that the developed West has been characterized by strong
state autonomy, stable political institutions, and a vibrant civil society.
These factors have allowed these countries to pursue policies that promote
economic growth and social progress. In contrast, the developing West has
been characterized by weak state autonomy, unstable political institutions,
and a weak civil society. These factors have made it difficult for these
countries to achieve sustainable economic growth and social development.

In "The Divided West," Theda Skocpol provides a powerful and insightful
analysis of the historical and political forces that have shaped the Western
world. She argues that the West has undergone a fundamental shift in its
development pattern, characterized by increasing inequality and
fragmentation. This division is the result of specific political choices and
policies that have favored the developed West at the expense of the
developing West.

Skocpol's work is a major contribution to our understanding of the
challenges facing the Western world in the 21st century. She argues that
the divisions within the West are not inevitable but rather the result of
political choices and policies. By understanding these choices and policies,



we can work to overcome the divisions and build a more just and equitable

world.
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