
The Great American Bank Robbery: The
Notorious Case of Willie Sutton
The Early Years

Willie Sutton was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1901. He was the
youngest of five children. His father was a police officer, and his mother
was a homemaker. Sutton's family was poor, and he often had to go
hungry. As a child, Sutton was a rebellious and mischievous boy. He was
often in trouble with the law, and he was eventually expelled from school.

In 1917, Sutton joined the U.S. Army. He served in France during World
War I. After the war, Sutton returned to New York City and began working
as a truck driver. However, he soon found himself drawn to a life of crime.
In 1922, Sutton robbed his first bank. He was quickly arrested and
sentenced to five years in prison.
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The Bank Robber

After his release from prison, Sutton continued to rob banks. He was known
for his daring heists and his ability to escape from prison. Sutton was also a
master of disguise. He often wore different disguises during his robberies,
and he was able to blend in with the crowd. Sutton's robberies made him
one of the most notorious criminals in America. He was dubbed "The Great
American Bank Robber" by the press.

Sutton was arrested several times, but he always managed to escape from
prison. In 1952, he was sentenced to life in prison. However, he was
paroled in 1969. Sutton died in 1980 at the age of 79.

The Impact of Willie Sutton

Willie Sutton had a significant impact on American culture. He was a
symbol of the American dream, and he showed that anyone could achieve
anything they set their minds to. Sutton's robberies also led to changes in
the way banks operate. Today, banks are much more secure, and it is
much more difficult to rob a bank.

Willie Sutton was a complex and fascinating character. He was a criminal,
but he was also a charismatic and intelligent man. Sutton's story is a
reminder that even the most notorious criminals can have a positive impact
on society.

Willie Sutton's Legacy

Willie Sutton's legacy is still alive today. He is still considered one of the
most notorious bank robbers in American history. His story has been told in
books, movies, and television shows. Sutton's legend continues to inspire
criminals and law enforcement officers alike.



Sutton's story is a reminder that crime does not pay. However, it is also a
reminder that even the most notorious criminals can have a positive impact
on society. Sutton's story is a complex and fascinating one, and it continues
to be told and retold to this day.

Additional Information

Willie Sutton was arrested a total of 10 times.

Sutton escaped from prison four times.

Sutton robbed a total of over $2 million from banks.

Sutton was convicted of robbing over 100 banks.

Sutton was sentenced to life in prison in 1952.

Sutton was paroled in 1969.

Sutton died in 1980 at the age of 79.
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