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Philip the Second, King of Spain, was one of the most powerful and
influential monarchs in European history. His reign spanned from 1556 to
1598, and during that time he ruled over a vast empire that included Spain,
Portugal, the Netherlands, Italy, and parts of the Americas. Philip was a
devout Catholic, and he was determined to defend the Catholic faith
against the Protestant Reformation. He also fought a series of wars against
England, France, and the Ottoman Empire.

Edmund Bolton's epic poem, "The History of the Reign of Philip the
Second, King of Spain," is a detailed and comprehensive account of
Philip's reign. The poem was first published in 1627, and it has been
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praised for its accuracy, its vivid descriptions, and its insights into Philip's
character.

Philip's Early Life and Accession to the Throne

Philip was born in Valladolid, Spain, on May 21, 1527. He was the son of
Emperor Charles V and Isabella of Portugal. Philip was a sickly child, and
he was often tutored at home. He was a bright and intelligent student, and
he was fluent in several languages.

In 1556, Philip's father abdicated the throne, and Philip became King of
Spain. He was just 28 years old, but he was already a seasoned diplomat
and military commander.

Philip's Reign

Philip's reign was marked by a series of wars and conflicts. He fought
against England, France, the Netherlands, and the Ottoman Empire. He
also played a major role in the Council of Trent, which was a meeting of
Catholic bishops that was held in response to the Protestant Reformation.

Philip was a devout Catholic, and he was determined to defend the
Catholic faith. He was also a strong supporter of the Spanish Inquisition,
which was a court that was established to suppress heresy.

Philip's reign was also a time of great economic and cultural growth for
Spain. He oversaw the construction of new roads, bridges, and canals. He
also encouraged the development of new industries, such as mining and
shipbuilding.



Philip died in Madrid on September 13, 1598. He was succeeded by his
son, Philip III.

Philip's Legacy

Philip the Second was one of the most important figures in European
history. His reign was a time of great change and upheaval, and he played
a major role in shaping the course of European history.

Philip was a complex and controversial figure. He was a devout Catholic,
but he was also a ruthless and ambitious ruler. He was a brilliant military
commander, but he was also a cruel and unforgiving enemy.

Despite his flaws, Philip was a great king. He ruled over a vast empire, and
he defended the Catholic faith against the Protestant Reformation. He also
oversaw a period of great economic and cultural growth for Spain.

Edmund Bolton's epic poem, "The History of the Reign of Philip the
Second, King of Spain," is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to
learn more about this important period in European history. The poem is a
detailed and comprehensive account of Philip's reign, and it provides
insights into Philip's character and the challenges that he faced.
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